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Website 
 

FIP Postal History Commission website was maintained by the Bureau Chairman throughout the 
year with all our Commission and Bureau reports posted, postal history seminars timetable, postal 
history regulations and guidelines in ten different languages, postal history results from 
International exhibitions as well as some interesting postal history items. 
Activity on the Commission’s website (www.fippostalhistory.com) between 1.1.2020 to 31.12.20 is 
according to Google Analytics reports showed 2467 visitors for the year compared to 2256 for the 
previous year. Corinphila and their associated companies’ logos appear on the website in 
recognition of their sponsorship. 
 

The Bureau and Commission Meetings  

2020 is a difficult year for philately due to the COVID pandemic, no live meetings could be held. 
However, Bureau members managed to discuss matters by email regularly throughout the year 
mainly regarding (i) The Revised Postal History guidelines, and (ii) Hosting on-line seminars.  
 

Seminars: 
 

Since all FIP stamp exhibitions were cancelled or postponed during the year, no live seminar could 
be held. However, the Commission managed to hold five Postal History exhibiting seminars on-line 
by zoom from August to October on the importance of various aspects of postal history exhibiting. 
Details are as follows:-  
 

• 16 August 2020, “Rarity & Condition” by Henrik Mouritsen in Germany 
• 6 September 2020, “Presentation” by Chris King in U.K. 
• 20 September 2020, “Treatment” by Dan Walker in U.S.A. 
• 4 October 2020, “Importance” by Henrik Mouritsen in Germany 
• 18 October 2020, “Knowledge & Research” by Andrew Cheung in Hong Kong 
 

These seminars were popular with over 200 stamp collectors, exhibitors and jurors world-wide who 
had registered to attend. Those who missed the seminars could go to the links on the FIP website, 
www.f-i-p.ch for viewing. The Postal History Commission would like to thank FIP for sponsoring 
our project and in particularly FIP Secretary Ms. Kelly Ong for her help in setting up. The seminar 
links can also be found on the Commission’s own website www.fippostalhistory.com  
The Commission would like to thank the volunteers for their hard work and skilful presentation. 
 

The Bureau Finances 
 

The Bureau is fortunate to be sponsored by the Global Philatelic Network who are duly recognised 
on our website. The sponsorship assists in meeting the costs of the website. 

Chairman:  Malcolm Groom 
Email: mgroom@internode.on.net 

http://www.f-i-p.ch/
http://www.fippostalhistory.com/
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Judging Guidelines Harmonization project  
 

Due to the current situation, approval of our revised guidelines is to be held back until the next live 
Commission meeting and FIP Congress. 

 

The Commission Statistics: 
 

There are 92 FIP members and we have recorded and published on our website 71 delegates to our 
Commission. During the year, there were five delegate changes: Belgium (Paul Wijnants), Canada 
(Ed Croft), Chinese Taipei (Chen Yu-an), Greece (Alexios Papadopoulos) and Uruguay (Walter 
Britz). The following FIP member Federations still do not have delegates appointed:- 
Albania, Bahrain, Brunei, Congo, Croatia, Ecuador, Estonia, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Iran, Iraq, Korea DPR, Macau, Monaco, Mongolia, Nigeria, Ukraine and Vietnam. 
Three Federations have not yet officially confirmed their delegates: Belarus, Croatia and 
Slovakia.  
 

Delegates’ Reports: 
 

As before, the Secretary sent the standard reply form to all delegates on 14 December 2020; the 
deadline of reply was 13 February 2021. The delegates were encouraged to reply to their regional 
representative cc to the Secretary. 
16 out of 71 delegates (FIAF 3, FEPA 11 and FIAP 2) sent activity report from their country before 
the deadline, other delegates failed to reply the Commission’s Bureau members and Secretary.  
We are grateful to those delegates who have shown support and interest by submitting report to the 
Postal History Commission. 
 

Austria by Gerald Heschl  
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• 5 members took part in different FIP-PH-Seminars online. 
• 2 PH-zoom-seminars per week of the collector’s club “Vindobona” in Vienna with 20-50 

participants on each seminar from March to July and since September Federation’s Online Jury-
conference in March. 

No personal participation on any seminars/meetings etc. was possible because of COVID. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Phila Toscana 28-30 August 2020, 22 PH-exhibits: 4 LG, 13 G, 3 LV, 1 LS, 1S (National) 
• ÖVEBRIA 2020: 1-4 October, 12 PH-exhibits: 5 LG, 4 G, 3 GV (National) 
• Carinthia 2020: 10 October, special PH-Exhibition without Jury celebrating 100 years of 

Carinthian plebiscite. 
Further exhibitions were cancelled because of COVID. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• Werner Schindler: Austrian Post in the Levant 
• Karl Krammer: Postal History of Krems (2nd Edition) 
• There are several PH-articles in the “Briefmarke”, monthly magazine of the Austrian 

Federation in 2020 related to pandemics (e.g. Cholera). 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Post-Museum in Eisenerz had to be closed during the lockdowns. New funds received more 
donors. Plans for adapting new and bigger rooms will be implemented in 2021. 
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Australia by Malcolm Groom
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
There were no opportunities during 2020 to conduct seminars in Australia with the Canberra 
National Exhibition in March being the last physical exhibition held and a shortage of time 
available. Canberra concluded just as the COVID-19 shutdown was implemented. 
Australian exhibitors were grateful for the opportunity to participate in the four online seminars 
presented by the Postal History Commission. Malcolm Groom gave a Zoom presentation in August 
2020 on Western Tasmania – Prospectors & the Post Office based on postal history class 2C 
guidelines. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Two exhibitions were held in Australia in 2020. Canberra Stampshow 2020 featured the postal 
history class with 20 entries including the exhibit that was awarded “Best in Class” titled 
“Transportation of Australian Colonial Mail – The Return to Steam 1857-1891”. Exhibits were 
entered from UAE, New Zealand, India and Australia. 
In November AusVipex was successfully held, a virtual One-frame exhibition that featured 20 
postal history entries from Australia and New Zealand  
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Two important works are anticipated for publication in 2021 namely, “Airmail – The story of 
Australia’s Overseas Airmail” (6 volumes) by Ron Lee and “Australian Postal Rates” by Richard 
Breckon. 
 
Belgium by Donald Decorte 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
No activity due to Covid-19 outbreak. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
National Exhibition scheduled in August 2020 is to be postponed to June 2021. As 2020 was the 
year of the National Exhibition, there were no Regional exhibitions being planned. From the fore-
planned five stamp exhibitions for Beginners, none could take place. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
The study circles specialised in PH continued to publish their bulletin with articles and Postal 
History studies. There were no PH-books published by the KLBP (the Belgian Federation). 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Belgian Academy for Philately organised several virtual meetings with interesting postal 
history materials shown from September. 
 
Canada by Ed Croft 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Royal Philatelic Society of Canada (RPSC): None as the Royal 2020 was cancelled and all 

national shows were cancelled. Local chapters across Canada started to hold meetings on virtual 
platforms late in 2020 and did have some postal history presentations. No new postal history 
judges were accredited by the RPSC in 2020. 

• Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Foundation (VGG): None. 
• Postal History Society of Canada (PHSC): Annual Postal History Conference/Symposium 

scheduled for July 2020 was cancelled. 
• British North American Philatelic Society (BNAPS): a number of regional meetings occurred as 

virtual platforms came into use. For example, 1 Zoom meeting with Postal History Society of 
Quebec (SPHQ) Lower Canada regional groups with 30 participants. 1 zoom meeting for the 
Northwest Canada/US chapter in December 2020 at which I spoke on British Mandate 
Holyland Postal History. Zoom meetings held jointly by BNAPS Air Mail Study Group and 
Canadian Aerophilately Society (CAS) including presentations on recent research. 
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• Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada (PSSC) hosted 3 lectures featuring postal history of a 
world wide nature. 

• Postal History Society of Quebec SPHQ: see BNAPS 
• Canadian Aerophilately Society (CAS): none. 
• Typically there is an Aerophilately day held at the VGG annually. Zoom meetings were held 

jointly by BNAPS Air Mail Study Group and CAS including presentations on recent research. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• RPSC: None as the Royal 2020 was cancelled and all Canadian national shows were cancelled. 

Participation was limited at FIP shows because shows were cancelled from March onward. 
There were Canadians participating at US shows in early 2020 (e.g. Sarasota National Philatelic 
exhibition in the USA). 

• VGG: none 
• PHSC: none. Annual Postal History Conference/Symposium scheduled for July 2020 was 

cancelled 
• BNAPS: The 2020 annual convention was cancelled 
• PSSC: Every December the PSSC hosts a single frame professionally judged competition for 

members. In 2020 the competition featured 8 postal history exhibits (out of 13 exhibits). Four 
PSSC members competed in virtual National exhibitions in South Africa, Mexico and 
Argentina in the Postal History Class 

• SPHQ : none 
• CAS: none 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• RPSC: Publishes the Canadian Philatelist 6 times a year - There were 11 articles with postal 

history content. The RPSC Website has back issues of the Canadian Philatelist. 
• VGG: Continues to sell existing publications written years ago. Maintains the finest collection 

of postal history publications in Canada. Monthly newsletters sent regarding activities at the 
VGG and various “Friends of the VGG” . New books and journals are publicized to members. 

• PHSC: 2 issues (Nos. 174 and 175) of the PHSC Journal were published (June and September 
2020) with 6 articles. 

• BNAPS: Publishes BNA Topics quarterly with many articles on postal history. Local/regional 
study groups publish newsletters. The Horace Harrison Online Library has the BNA Topics 
online. 

• PSSC: The PSSC website features 68 members’ presentations of which 34 deal with worldwide 
postal history topics. The PSSC published an anthology in 2020 containing 18 articles on world 
wide postal history. PSSC members continue to write articles on postal history and contribute to 
world wide philatelic journals. 

• SPHQ: 3 monographs: Special Study on Canadian Confederation en Francais ISBN : 978-2-
920267-55-8; Special Study on Canadian Confederation in English ISBN : 978-2-920267-56-5; 
Quebec Broken Circle QUE type 20 : ISBN 978-2-920267-53-4; 3 Bulletins d’Histoire Postale : 
ISSN 1193-8110.  

• CAS: The “Canadian Aerophilatelist” was published quarterly and included reports on recent 
research, news of exhibitions and details of new publications. The CAS is also helping to revise 
the American Air Mail Society’s catalogue - “Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland”. 
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Czech Republic by Lubor Kunc
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• 1 meeting of Postal History Society of the Czech Republic (average 20-30 participants) 
• 1 meeting of Field Post Section (average 10-15 participants) 
• 3 meetings of KF 00-15 (Postal History Philatelic Club; average 40-50 participants) 
• 3 public lectures given by members/guests of KF 00-15 (see https://www.kf0015.cz) 
• 2 public lectures given by members/guests of KF 00-65 (Apollophila, see 

https://www.kf0015.cz/?page_id=38977) 
• Active participation in the Slany historical conference (Nov. 21, 2020; L. Kunc) 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Participation in the Praga Piccola 2020 national stamp exhibition in Prague 

(https://www.kf0015.cz/vystava-praga-piccola-2020) 
• Participation of the Postal History Society members in the EXPONET Permanent Virtual Stamp 

Exhibition (http://www.exponet.info) 
• Participation of our members in the promotional exhibition of the world philatelic rarities 

including the postal history ones at the National Museum in Prague (“Treasures of World 
Philately”) organized by Prestige Philately Club Prague - 
https://www.nm.cz/program/vystavy/poklady-svetove-filatelie 

 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• Publishing four issues of Postilion Journal (Editor L. Kunc) with regular enclosures of “Polní 

pošty” (Field Post Magazine; Editor L. Bártík) and “Poštovny” (Postal Agencies; Editor P. 
Gebauer) 

• Articles published by the Society members in philatelic magazines in the Czech Republic and 
abroad. 

• Continuing the project of summarization the new discoveries of Czech postmarks from the pre-
stamp period until 1939 and to publish the outcome as a supplement to the Votocek’s 
monographs of 1970s & 1980s (Boruvka). 

 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• Continuing last year’s project for using the EXPONET Virtual Philatelic Exhibition as an 

alternative publication tool for extensive postal history studies with a subject being attractive 
also for general public and historians. 

 
Denmark by Henrik Mouritsen 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
In Denmark several clubs, for instance the Copenhagen Philatelic Club (KPK) and the Danish 
Postal History Society (DPhS), have held regular online seminars, lectures and meetings as 
replacements for the regular monthly or bi-weekly meetings. Many of these lectures and seminars 
are now available online (YouTube and local home pages) and have reached many more collectors 
than a physical talk would ever have reached. Many of these talks have postal history content. This 
is a good development, which Danish clubs and federations will keep in mind also once the 
pandemic is over. In general, the interest for postal history and philately seems to have increased 
during the pandemic. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
In Denmark, one online exhibition took place during the pandemic. It was a local exhibition with 
opportunity for exhibitors to qualify for National Exhibition. It celebrated the 133 year anniversary 
of KPK. A total of 63 frames, 16 exhibits were shown, many of which were postal history exhibits, 
and 14 of them were first time exhibits.  
Organisation: New programme for online exhibitions were developed (high one-time cost). Each of 
the 3 jurors judged every exhibit in the competitive classes in advance. The jurors had access to the 
exhibits on the web page of the exhibition from 14 days before the exhibition. On the day of the 
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“exhibition”, the jurors met in one large room with 5 frames on the wall and made the final 
judgement during one day and with each exhibit presented live in the room for further evaluation 
and inspection. All the original material could be inspected. Feedback was offered in the late 
afternoon of that day for exhibitors, when they picked up their exhibits. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
3 books related to postal Danish history were published in 2020. 
 
Germany by Thomas Hoepfner
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Online Seminars organized by BDPh: 7 seminars/presentations with PH focus; approx 100 

participants each; archive available, access via “Youtube” (see BDPh homepage) 
• Contribution to FIP PH Commission seminar series (Henrik Mouritsen, exhibit judging criteria 

“Rarity and Condition” and “Importance”), approx. 90 participants per webinar. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Within Germany: 
• 1 national exhibition (NAPOSTA Haldensleben), 50+ PH exhibits plus approx. 40 PH literature 

exhibits; 1 regional exhibition, 7 PH exhibits 
• 1 virtual (internet) regional exhibition (RUHRVIA), 20 PH exhibits 
• 1 virtual (internet) Literature exhibition (Sindelfingen), approx. 50 PH literature exhibits 

outside of Germany 
• “Phila” - Toscana (Gmunden, Austria): 2 PH exhibitors (2 Gold) 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Highlights book publications 
• New Zealand Postal Automation 1842-1917 (Seelemann)* 
• Wuerttemberg Covers 1847-1920 (Geyersberger)* 
• German Concentration Camps (Wewer)* 
• Baden Foreign Mail Tariffs 1840-1871 (Brack)* 
• Domestic Parcel Tariffs and Parcel Cards German Reich 1906-1945 (Hueske)* 
• Finland Postal History until UPU (Hes)* 
• Tattersall’s Lottery (Australia) (Saeftel)* 
 
Hong Kong by Andrew Cheung
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Due to COVID-19 pandemic, no face to face meeting was held during the year. Instead, meetings 
went on-line with the inaugural one on 18 June on Forgeries, 16 July “Show and Tell”, 20 August 
“Single-digit year datestamps”, 17 September on “Censored Mail”, 15 October on “Wartime 
Airmail of Hong Kong and China”, 12 November “KGVI period”, 17 December “Hong Kong 
Branch Offices”. All of which can be viewed on You Tube under channel “andrew cheung frpsl” 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
National Stamp Exhibition “Hongkong Stampex 2020” was cancelled due to local government 
restrictions in response to COVID-19. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
In the annual journal of the Hong Kong Philatelic Society No. 24, there are fifteen articles related 
to postal history of China and Hong Kong. 
Our monthly publication, Newsletter of the Hong Kong Philatelic Society, there are articles related 
to postal history regularly. Summary of the newsletter can be seen on our website: 
www.hkpsociety.com 
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Hungary by Dénes Cizrok
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Instead of the planned 9 only 5 Postal history meetings of the “PH-Working-Group” in the year 

2020 for PH-exhibitors, discussion about different new methods, analysis of the different 
exhibits in the PH-group. 

 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Because the Corona-Virus there was no stamp exhibition in Hungary. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• BÉLYEGVILÁG monthly philatelic journal: in every edition: 3-4 pages with postal history 

articles, separate 2 pages for the “PH-Working-Group”. 
• PHILATELICA 20/1 and 20/2 (40-40 pages in Hungarian and English languages). 
• Articles published in other philatelic magazines in Hungary (Szabolcsi Bélyegújság) and 

foreign (ArGe-Hungary, HPSGB-News, etc.) 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• 2 lectures held in the Stamp Museum Budapest about postal history. 
 
Liechtenstein by Jan Huys 
  

Due to COVID-19, there were no seminars, exhibitions or publications. I am working on a new 
exhibit titled “Transit through Belgium 1847-1874”.  
 
Norway by Hallvard Slettebö
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Little activity due to Covid-19 only 2 presentations at exhibitions and 3 webinars. 
• No seminars were held. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Local: Only 2 exhibitions with 21 PH exhibits including 6 PH One-frame exhibit and 1 PH 2C 

One-frame exhibit. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• Handbook on postal sealing of value insured mail during WW2  
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
No other activities recorded in Norway. 
 
Peru by Henry Marquez 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Hosted near 100 Postal History related presentations at Mi Oficina Philatelic Society, link to 
YouTube channel site: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOvgm-B0OyMCl47rqcXXvw
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
None. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
General updates to Peru Philatelic Study Circle virtual library, to date the largest free-access 
repository of Peru philatelic documentation (over 120,000 of information)   
http://www.peru-philatelic-study-circle.com/MO/vlaccess.html 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
None.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOvgm-B0OyMCl47rqcXXvw
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Switzerland by Kurt Kimmel
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Only one meeting on February 15, 2020 when Claude Montandon lectured about “Postal 

History of the Alsace” at a meeting in Olten (16 participants). Afterwards all the meetings 
including the traditional weekend seminar of the Consilium have been postponed to 2021 

 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• November 6-8, 2020, 175 year Basle Dove exhibition with more than 30 PH exhibits had to be 

cancelled as a public event but the exhibits have been judged with the help of Internet.  
• No participation of Swiss exhibitors at international exhibitions because all of them have been 

postponed.   
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• The Swiss Postal History Association has issued four numbers with interesting articles relating 

to Postal History, most of them concerning Switzerland. 
• The “sbz” (from the Swiss Federation) regularly includes articles concerning Postal History.  
• New research about rates and cancellations of Switzerland has been published digitally. 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Pierre Guinand and Jürg Roth have been honoured for their work as author or exhibitor of postal 
history and each of them shall receive a gold coin from the Kimmel Postal History Foundation as 
soon as meetings shall be allowed and the Museum for Postal History in Goldau can be opened to 
the public. See www.kimmelstiftung.ch  
 
Turkey by Mehmet Akan  
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
1. PH Seminars at Ankara National Exhibition (December 2019-January 2020) with an average of 
50-60 participants. 
• “Aesthetic and Page Design in Exhibiting” by Atadan Tunacı  
• “Importance in Exhibiting” by Mehmet Akan  
• “Prephilately Period” by Kaan Ertem  
• “Analyzing Old Papers” by Şükrü Oral  
 

2. Academy of the Turkish Philately 2020 Lectures (with an average of 30-40 participants 11 
January 2020.  
• “Unusual Uses in Ottoman Post” by Turhan Turgut 15 February 2020.  
• ‘Hidden Rarities in Turkish Philately” by Atadan Tunacı. 
 

3. During the COVID-19 outbreak between March to December 2020 Zoom Lectures with an 
average of 60-70 participants took part. 
• 5 November 2020. “Pharmacy Learns its History from Philately” by Mert Sandalcı. 
• 1 December 2020 “A New Approach to Philately” by Muzaffer Arda. 
 

4. On-line Seminar (participants by 78 Academy members) 
• 30 December 2020. “New face of Philately” by Mehmet Akan (TFA President), Prof. Timur 

Kuran (Duke University-USA), Kaan Ertem (Director of TFA), Prof. Atadan Tunacı (İstanbul 
University), Selçuk Akar (Director of TFA) 

 

http://www.kimmelstiftung.ch/
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Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
 

1. The annual National Exhibition was held in Ankara from 2 December to the end of January, 
2020. One third of the total 574 frames were related to postal history. 
There were 3 exhibitions sponsored by the PTT in the cities of : 
• Ankara (1 January - 27 January) 
• İstanbul (28 January - 6 February) 
• Kahramanmaraş (13-20 February) 
 

2. During the COVID-19 outbreak between March to December 2020 
On 20 April and 31 May 2020, the Turkish Philately Academy organized a virtual exhibition for 
the occasion of the “April 23rd 2020 Centenary of Inauguration of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly”. This e-exhibition in which 98 national and international exhibits participated. 42 of 
these were related to postal history. The exhibits were not formally judgement by an official jury; 
instead, the participants judged the exhibits on voting. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• 9 March 2020, “Microhistory of the Turkish Post 1920 - 2015”. 796 pages by Mehmet Akan 

and Timur Kuran; one of the runners-up of FEPA Medal 2019 for exceptional philatelic study 
and research. A Certificate was awarded. 

• 19 May 2020 “The Government of The Grand National Assembly of Turkey 1920-1923 
Specialized Catalogue” Volume I and II by Bülent Papuçcuoğlu. 

 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
29 February 2020- Post Museum Ankara - On-site History Workshop - A Building - A Museum In 
collaboration with the History Foundation, TEDU University, Turkish Philately Academy by 
Mehmet Akan - Turan Tanyer (with an 152 participants). 
 
United Kingdom by Bill Hedley
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
The pandemic of 2020 brought a halt to live meetings early in the year. However, it led to a rapid 
growth in virtual meetings, mostly using Zoom technology. There have been virtual Society 
meetings at all levels, usually well-attended because they were often offered to a wider audience 
free of charge and people were able to participate from home. The implication of this development 
for future philatelic activities is just beginning to be assessed.  
The UK (Chris King) also contributed to the Postal History Commission’s excellent series of on-
line seminars on exhibiting postal history.  
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
There were no live exhibitions in 2020, but a virtual Stampex was held in October that included a 
small virtual exhibition – restricted on this occasion to One-frame exhibits. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Significant publications on postal history continued to appear in the UK during the year, most 
notably from the RPSL and the Rossiter Trust. There were also many articles published in society 
journals including those of the RPSL, Postal History Society and Society of Postal Historians. 
Indeed, the pandemic may have encouraged some collectors to commit pen to paper with more 
determination than in previous years. The trend towards setting postal history in its historical 
context, rather than focusing narrowly on routes and rates, continued to gather pace. 
  

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Crawford Medal was awarded to James Peter Gough for his two-volume work on “The Postal 
History of the UPU – The Postal Card”.  
The Museum of Philatelic History at RPSL has been re-named the “Spear Museum of Philatelic 
History” following a donation to RPSL from the Spear Foundation – which also helps to secure the 
future of the museum.  



United States of America by Danforth Walker
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Zoom meetings replaced most in person meetings due to COVID outbreak. Most of meetings can 
be viewed on “You Tube”. 
• Sept 20, 2020 – FIP Commission of Postal History, Seminar on “Treatment” by Dan Walker 
• Dec. 9, 2020 – Scarce 6¼ Cents Postage Rate Census in the US (circa 1814 to 1825), Collectors 

Club of San Francisco Zoom meeting by Bill Schultz. 
• Dec. 5, 2020 – The Post Office of Essex County, Massachusetts, Baltimore – Washington 

Chapter of the US Philatelic Classic Society Zoom meeting by Bill Carrite. 
• Dec. 2, 2020 – The US 1789 to 2021 Presidential Inaugurations, Collectors Club of New York 

Zoom meeting by Henry Schever. 
• Nov. 18, 2020 – Pan Am Clippers Conquer the Pacific August 1933 to Dec. 31, 1941, 

Collectors Club of New York Zoom meeting by Jon Krupnick.  
• Nov. 9, 2020 – Mail from Forts in the Western part of United States, Baltimore – Washington 

Chapter of the US Philatelic Classic Society Zoom meeting by Mike Plett. 
• Oct. 7, 2020 – Early U.S. Commercial Airmail to foreign Destinations 1922 to 1941, Collectors 

Club of New York Zoom meeting by Dr Murry Abramson. 
• Oct 1, 2020 – Guadeloupe Postal History – The British Carry the Mail, Collectors Club of New 

York Zoom meeting by Ed Grabowski. 
• Oct. 1, 2020 – Victoria’s Postal Transition to colonial Status, Collectors Club of New York 

Zoom meeting by John Barwis. 
• Sept. 23, 2020 – The Amazing Local Posts of Philadelphia 1843-1861, Collectors Club of New 

York Zoom meeting by Dr Vernon Morris, Jr. 
• June 10, 2020 – Cancellations Struck on Stamps – 1847 Issue of the US, Collectors Club of 

New York Zoom meeting by Wade Saadi. 
• June 5, 2020 – Free Franks by the Signers of the US Declaration of Independence, Baltimore – 

Washington Chapter of the US Philatelic Classic Society Zoom meeting by Ed Siskin. 
• May 27, 2020 – Interesting Usages during the Prexie Period (circa 1938 to 1970), Collectors 

Club of New York Zoom meeting by Gordon Eubanks. 
• April 13, 2020 – Introduction of Decimal Postage in the United Kingdom, Collectors Club of 

New York Zoom meeting by Larry Haber. 
• April 7, 2020 – The First French Transatlantic Steamship Service, Baltimore – Washington 

Chapter of the US Philatelic Classic Society Zoom meeting by Jeff Bohn. 
Jan 19, 2020 – The Rise and Fall of the New York & Cuba Mail Steamship Company, 
Collectors Club of New York Video presentation by Dr. Yamil Kouri. 

 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Stamp exhibitions were mainly cancelled in 2020 due to COVID outbreak. 
 

WE ALWAYS WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Dear delegates, please keep in touch with your continental representative (FIAF, FEPA, FIAP) or 
the Commission Secretary regarding postal history activities in your own country even if no 
significant activity took place. Please also check your details particularly your email on the website. 
FIP approved streamlined seminars and new exhibiting seminars for the benefit of jurors and 
exhibitors are available from our website www.fippostalhistory.com
 

  
Malcolm Groom 
Chairman, FIP Postal History Commission 

Andrew Cheung 
Secretary, FIP Postal History Commission 
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