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Website 
 
Our webmaster, Malcolm Groom, reported the following activity on the Commission’s website 
(www.fippostalhistory.com) for the 12 months to 31 December 2016: 

• 1,350 unique visits to our website; U.K. being the highest (218) followed by USA (172).  
• Software for the website has been upgraded to Wordpress. 
• Website has been resigned to include extra features. 
• Website features the latest statistics on postal history exhibits at major exhibitions. 
• Website registration and hosting paid up until 2022. 

 
Website activity this past year apart from day to day maintenance has mainly consisted of regular 
updates when requested such as Current News, renewal of the Corinphila sponsorship of the 
website, updating exhibition and seminar schedules, updating commission members and delegates. 
Reports of Commissioner and Bureau meetings, seminars and announcement of forthcoming Postal 
History seminars. 
Covers from the three time-periods supplied by Bureau members have been posted on the website 
to generate interest for visitors and these will change regularly. The ‘Cover Watch’ page features a 
long list of fake covers from nine countries. The ‘Reference page’ contains a list of essential 
reference works on five countries. 
 
The Commission and Bureau Meetings  
 
A commission meeting and bureau election was held in Taipei during Taipei World Stamp 
Championship 2016. 86 participants from 46 Federations attended the meeting; 51 are postal 
history exhibitors, 34 are FIP jurors and 24 are interested to become FIP postal history jurors. 
Minutes of both meetings are posted on our website.  
The list of candidates was as follows:- 
 
Chairman: Malcolm Groom (Australia) only candidate 
Secretary: Andrew Cheung (HK) only candidate 
Member for Asia: Charnchai "Eddie" Karnasuta (Thailand) only candidate 
Member for America: Andres Schlichter (Argentina) only candidate 
Member for Europe: Two candidates, Wolf Hess (Germany), Bill Hedley (GB) 
Voting was only needed for the European position and there were total of 43 eligible votes 
including 22 proxy votes. Wolf Hess received 27 votes and became the new Bureau member for 
Europe. 
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The newly elected Chairman announced that Bill Hedley (GB), Dan Walker (USA) and Khalid Al 
Omaira (UAE) as webmaster to be co-opted into the Bureau and he thanked Kurt Kimmel for his 
achievements during his two terms as Chairman.  
The bureau election was followed by Powerpoint presentation of the SS2 seminar titled ‘Judging 
Criteria for Postal History exhibits’ by the newly elected Chairman. 
 
Following the commission meeting, the new and immediate-past Chairmen Malcolm Groom, Kurt 
Kimmel and the Secretary Andrew Cheung met on the afternoon of the same day. Apologies 
received from Per Friis Mortensen, Charnchai Karnasuta and FIP Director Peter McCann. Matters 
regarding future plans and objectives for the next four years were outlined by the Chairman and 
include:- 
 

• Further promotion of sub class 2C “Social, Historic and Special Studies” through seminars 
and additional presentations for the website. Six exhibits can be viewed from our website. 

• Development of detailed Seminars on specific judging Criteria, in particular Treatment and 
Knowledge & Research 

• Upgrading the website including the presentation of exhibition results for the Postal History 
class to give a wider understanding of the range of topics being tackled by exhibitors around 
the world. 

• Seek ways of encouraging Delegates to contribute a report for their Country to the Activity 
Report collated each year 

 
Seminars: 
 
The only FIP approved postal history seminar was delivered by Malcolm Groom at Taipei World 
Stamp Championship 2016 during the commission meeting. Seminars are scheduled in 2017 for 
Finlandia 2017 and Bandung 2017 

 
Database 
 
The following statistics regarding postal history exhibits at international stamp exhibitions were 
produced and published in 2015 Activity report: - 
• Postal History medals from Large Gold to Large Silver and below as a percentage of all Postal 

History medals at FIP, FEPA, FIAP, FIAF exhibitions 2000 to 2015.  
• Postal History medals from Large Gold to Large Silver and below as a percentage of all medals 

at FIP, FEPA, FIAP, FIAF exhibitions 2000 to 2015. 
• Percentage of postal history medals (Large Gold to Cert.) versus all medals in FIP, FEPA, FIAP 

and FIAF during year 2000 - 2015. 
Dan Walker updated the statistics to 2016. 
 
The Bureau Finances 
 
We remain financially independent because our main sponsor, Corinphila AG, Zurich, renewed 
their contribution for 2016.  
 
The Commission Statistics: 
 
We have recorded and published on our website 70 delegates to our Commission. Three 
Federations have not yet properly confirmed their delegates: Belarus, Croatia and Slovakia.  
We cannot trace having received the nomination of a delegate to our Commission from the 
following FIP member Federations:  
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Albania, Bahrain, Brunei, Congo, Ecuador, Estonia, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq, 
Korea DPR, Kuwait, Macau, Monaco, Mongolia, Nigeria, Ukraine and Vietnam. 
 
Delegates’ Reports: 
 
To facilitate reporting, the Commission designed a standard activity report form for the benefit of 
the delegates filing the report in 2015. 
Only 17 out of 70 delegates (FIAF 2, FEPA 9, FIAP 6) sent activity report from their country at the 
time of writing, other countries failed to reply to requests and reminders sent by the Commission’s 
Bureau members. 
 
Argentina 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
At EXHIBITION 200 Aniversario de la Independencia Argentina, Córdoba, Argentina Dr. Andres 
Schlicter gave two lectures:- 

• “Enteros con Foto de la República Oriental del Uruguay” on Wednesday, August 24th 2016. 
• FIP SS4 on Friday, August 26th 2016  

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• EXPOSICION NACIONAL de FILATELIA CEFILOZA 2016, August July 2-9  2016 in 

Buenos Aires (National exhibition): Two multi-frame PH Exhibits with one Gold medal and 
13 One frame PH Exhibits with three Gold medals. 

• EXPO-CORDOBA 2016.  200 AÑOS de la INDEPENDENCIA ARGENTINA. Cordoba 
August 20-27, 2016. (Continental FIAF Exhibition): 20 multi-frame exhibits with one Large 
Gold medal and six Gold medals. 19 One frame exhibits, 7 Gold (90 points or more). 

• PHILA TAIPEI 2016. WORLD STAMP CHAMPIONSHIP EXHIBITION.  Taipei, Taiwan 
October 21-26th 2016: 2 Multi-frame exhibits with two Gold medals 

• JUVENEX 2016 Exposicion Nacional Juvenil y Clase 1 Marco . Buenos Aires, Dec 2016 
(Juvenile and One Frame): 16 One Frame PH exhibits with 8 Gold medals. 

 
Publications concerning Postal History 
FUNDACIÓN BOSE. Publication N° 19. Contains 5 Original PH research articles:- 

• Pablo Reim Matasellos aplicadon en el Noroeste Argentino en emisiones 
Confederación,Escuditos y Rivadavias. (2nd part) 

• Everaldo Santos. International Mail bearing the classic Brazilian Issues before the 1960 
Convention 

• Walter Britz: Historia Postal del Uruguay: Primeras fechas conocidas. 
• Gustavi A de La Torre: Oficina Maritima de Rosario,Argentina. 1884-1886 
• Andres Schlichter. Dos interesantes piezas postales modernas. 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• FUNDACIÓN BOSE:  postal history meeting every 15 days around the whole year. Most 

meetings on postal history research. 
• The Foundation donates Special Prize for the best postal history exhibit in many shows. 

 
Australia 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
A Judges Training Course was conducted in Adelaide in October 2016 which will qualify several 
new National Postal history judges. Malcolm Groom presented the Postal history judging segment.  
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
National Exhibitions in Australia attracted 51 entries for the year with a good representation of sub 
class 2C.  Hobart National One Frame Exhibition saw 23 out of 92 entries coming from the Postal 
history class. 
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There were 14 entries in FIAP and FIP level Exhibitions in 2016. At New York 2016 Australian 
exhibitors gained 2 large gold medals and a special prize among the 9 Postal history entries 
accepted. 
 
Publications concerning Postal History 
The major publication „The 1836 Anglo-French Postal Convention“ published in 2015 by RPSL 
and written by Dr Geoffrey Lewis of Sydney was awarded a Gold at Philataipei 2016. The major 
Australian Societies continue to publish journals that regularly include postal history articles on 
Australian topics with further important works focussed on marcophily in the preparation stage and 
due for publication in 2017. 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Bureau member Malcolm Groom maintained and updated the FIP Postal History website with a 
significant upgrade implemented during 2016 and again in early 2017. 
 
Austria 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 

• Postal History of former Krain and Lower Styria from Prephilately to the end of WW I, 
during SHS 1919-1921 and during occupations af Slovenia in WW II (21 participants) 

• Postgeschichte / Philatelie ab 1900 (36 participants) 
• Prephilatly for beginners (42 participants)                                                     
• Prephilately international mail St. Pölten (22 participants)      

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
2 regional exhibitions: Kaltern / Südtirol and Graz Seiersberg. 
3 national exhibitions: Gmunden, Hirtenberg and Graz Marke & Münze. 
Publications concerning Postal History 
Die französische Zensur in Tirol und Vorarlberg 1945 – 1953 mit Schwerpunkt Stempel und 
Verschlussstreifen/ Frasn Egger 399 pages. 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Seminar for national Jurymembers organized by the Auszrian Federation VÖPh (25  participants) 
 
China 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitor 
A lecture was offered on 5 Dec 2016 at the Nanning International Exhibition Center. Mr. Tay Peng 
Hian and about 100 jurors & exhibitors attended a lecture named “How to Make a High Quality 
Foreign Exhibit of Postal History” by Mr. Min Chang (FIP PH juror). The speaker gave a large 
number of examples to tell the audiences why China needs foreign exhibit and how to make a high 
quality foreign postal history exhibit. 
 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Local exhibitions: 

• All Ningxia Stamp Exhibition (20-23 Mar 2016, Yinchuan). 
• 16th All Liaoning Stamp Exhibition (20-22 Mar 2016, Shenyang).  
• 1st Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Traveling Stamp Show (19-21 May, Beijing). 
• “Commemorate the 150 Anniversary of the Birth of Sun Yat-sen” Guangdong-Hong Kong-

Macau Stamp Exhibition (23 Sep 2016, Zhongshan)  
• 1st All Sichuan Youth Philatelic Exhibition (24-25 Sep 2016, Mianyang) 
• 6th All National Disabled People Philatelic Exhibition (30-31 Oct 2016, Nanjing) 
• Guangdong One Frame Philatelic Exhibition (18-20 Nov 2016, Shantou). 
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National exhibitions: 
Xi’an 2016-17th All China Philatelic Exhibition, 8-10 Apr 2016, Xi’an.  
PH exhibits: Juror Class 6 (36 frames), Specially Invite Class 1 (5 frames), Competitive Class 31 
(158 frames), Youth Philately 4 (9 frames), One Frame 14. Medals: 3 G, 3 LV, 12 V, 11 LS, 3 S, 1 
SB. One Frame medals: 6 Vermeil, 3 Silver, 3 Bronze.  There were six Postal History jurors: Mr. 
Min Chang (Team Leader, FIP Jury), Mr. Kou Lei (FIAP Jury), National Jurors 3 and Mr. Chen 
Shan (Apprentice Jury). 
There were three new foreign PH exhibits shown for the first time at the National exhibition. 
Among them, “FREE: Privilege Free Franks of GB (1764-1840)” by Liang Yaohua from Hubei got 
the highest score of PH class (91 points) and was awarded G + SP + FEL. It was the best result of 
foreign PH exhibits in all past national exhibitions. At China 2016 (Nanning), it was improved and 
perfected to show named “Free Franks (1764-1840): Reform of GB of the Postal System”, and 
awarded LV + SP.  
International exhibitions: 

• 32nd Asian International Stamp Exhibition, 10-15 Aug 2016, Bangkok. PH exhibits & books 
from China: 6; Youth PH exhibits from China: 2;  Medals: 2 Vermeil, 4 Large Silver, 1 
Silver, 1 Silver Bronze. FIP PH jurors from China: Mr. Li Zhifei. 

• China 2016 Asian International Stamp Exhibition, 2-6 Dec 2016, Nanning. PH exhibits = 44 
(253 frames), 20 (106 frames) from China;   PH books = 8, but 7 from China; Youth PH 
exhibits = 8 (19 frames), 2 from China; One Frame PH exhibits = 14, 5 from China.  The 
Medals: 3 Large Gold (China 1), 4 Gold (China 1), 16 Large Vermeil (China 4), 19 Vermeil, 
13 Large Silver, 1 Silver, 3 Silver Bronze (except One Frame). “Early Military Posts of 
China (1913-1949)” by Li Shuguang was awarded Grand Prix National. FIP PH jurors from 
China: Mr. Min Chang (Team Lead of Class 3.1-CHINA) and Mr. Kou Lei (FIAP Juror). 

• World Stamp Show-NY 2016, May 28 - Jun 4, 2016, New York. PH exhibits & books from 
China: 13 (78 frames). Medals: 1 Large Gold, 1 Gold, 6 Large Vermeil, 5 Vermeil. “China: 
Postal History of Mongolia (1841-1921) ” by Wei Gang was awarded Granf Prix 
International. 

 
Publications concerning Postal History 
More than 70 articles concerning PH in “Philately” Magazine, “Philatelic Panorama” Magazine and 
“China Philately News”. 
22 Postal History books were published by authors of China in 2016.  
Postal History website:  http://www.p1878.com
“we chat”:  “we chat group of postal history around the founding of the PRC” 
 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Hubei Post literature and history Exhibition Hall, opened on 9 Oct 2016. The total area of 2200 
square metres. 
 

http://www.p1878.com/
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Czech Republic 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 

• 2 meetings of Postal History Society of the Czech Republic  (average 20-30 participants) 
• 2 meetings of Field Post Section  (average 10-15 participants) 
• 1 weekend meeting of Field Post Section at Rumburk (June 17-18, 2016) -12 participants 
• 10 meetings of Postal Labels Section (average 15-20 participants) 
• 10 meetings of KF 00-15 (Postal History Philatelic Club; average 40-50 participants) 
• Annual Czech Philately Day at Postal Museum Prague (on Nov. 8, 2016;                                                   

see https://www.facebook.com/Postovnimuzeum) 
• 10 public lectures given by members/guests of KF 00-15 (see 

http://www.kf0015.cz/?p=30737 and http://www.kf0015.cz/?p=41019) 
• Active participation in the regional history conference in Slany through postal history 

presentation (12.11.2016, L. Kunc) –  https://www.facebook.com/Konferenceslany/  
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 

• Rank I+III Czech-Slovak philatelic exhibition ŽĎÁR 2016  (CZ;  see 
http://www.infofila.cz/2-cesko-slovenska-filatelisticka-vystava-zdar-2016-r-2-c-5688 ) with 
21 PH exhibits under rank I (6 of them received gold medal) & 20 PH exhibits under rank 
III  (4 of them received gold medal); the exhibition was qualification for PRAGA 2018 
Specialized World Stamp exhibition. The event was visited by Czech Prime Minister, Mr. 
Bohuslav Sobotka, accompanied by governor of the Highland Region, Mr. Jiri Behounek. 

• Participation in the world stamp exhibitions (WSS NY – Kunc), PHILATEIPEI (Cernik, 
Helm); Vit Vanicek acted as juror of both world stamp exhibitions, L. Kunc assisted as 
national commissioner. 

• Participation of the Society members in the EXPONET permanent virtual stamp exhibition 
(http://www.exponet.info/ ) 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• Publishing four issues of Postilion Journal (Editor K. Špaček) with regular enclosures                               

of   “Polní pošty” (Field Post Magazine; Editor L. Bártík) and “Poštovny” (Postal Agencies; 
Editor P. Gebauer)  

• Publishing the magazine of Postal Labels Section (editor J. Kratochvíl) 
• Articles published by the Society members in philatelic magazines in the Czech Republic 

and abroad (Filatelie (CZ), The Czechout (GB), The Czechoslovak Specialist (USA) 
• Preparing a regular philatelic column in the Zprávy klubu přátel Pardubicka Magazine                              

(M. Vostatek; see http://www.kppardubicka.cz/ ) 
• Philatelic information centre via Postal History Philatelic Club web site of 

http://www.kf0015.cz 
• Published a monograph on Czechoslovak Field Post in Russia (1914-1920) 
• Started a project to summarize the new discoveries of Czech postmarks from the pre-stamp 

period until 1939 & to publish the outcome as a supplement to the Votocek´s monographs 
of 1970s & 1980s (Boruvka) 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• Mr. Karel Špaček, the former long-term Chairman of Postal History Society of the Czech 

Republic was awarded with the right to sign the Book of Honour of the Union of Czech 
Philatelists as the first signatory.   

• Postilion, the postal history magazine published by Postal History Society of the Czech 
Republic, celebrated its 30th anniversary by the issue no. 122 
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Denmark 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Deligate Henrik Mouritsen held seminars on exhibiting and judging postal history exhibits at two of 
the country’s largest clubs (Viby near Aarhus, and at the Morke Philatelic School). In both cases, 
approximately 40 people attended. In addition to this, he undertook personal coaching sessions with 
several of our top exhibitors, who have specifically asked for input and advice. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 

• National Exhibition was held 5-6 November 2016 in Birkerod near Copenhagen. A total of 
24 postal history exhibits (including 3 one-frame exhibits and one class 2C exhibit) were 
shown. 

• Local exhibitions, each with a good number of postal history exhibits were also held. 
• Participation in the 7-Nation Challenge in London in May. The Danish postal history exhibit 

got 97 points. 
Publications concerning Postal History 
The extraordinarily detailed recording of all Danish covers bearing Danish stamps sent to foreign 
destinations between 1851 and 1906 compiled by Karsten Jensen of Aalborg, Denmark has been 
updated twice this year and the latest version is available at the Danish PH-delegate’s website: 
http://www.henrikmouritsen.dk/45-0-Karsten-Jensens-registrering.html. An extraordinary resource 
for collectors, exhibitors and judges of Danish postal history.  
By using this list, exhibitors can document unusually accurately how many covers with the shown 
rate, destination, or franking are recorded. The recording is based on going through ALL 
Scandinavian and most international auction catalogues ever issued, and through the help of 
hundreds of dealers and collectors. 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Danish Postal Museum has been temporarily closed in 2016. It should reopen in 2017 at its 
new location in the old “Osterbro” Post Office Building in the centre of Copenhagen. The Postal 
History Society of Denmark is a vibrant club with many active members and monthly well-visited 
members meetings in both Copenhagen and Aarhus. 
 
Hong Kong 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
The Hong Kong Philatelic Society held monthly meetings ten times this year and at some meetings, 
members brought postal history materials to discuss with others. No postal history teaching 
seminars were held in 2016. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 

• National stamp exhibition Hongkong Stampex 2016 in April, six new postal history exhibits, 
one Gold medal, three Large Vermeil medals, one Vermeil medal and one Large Silver 
medal. In the One-frame class, there were two postal history exhibits and one scored Gold 
medal. 

• 32nd FIAP exhibition in Bangkok, August 2016, 6 out of 9 exhibits were postal history 
exhibits and one in the Championship Class and the other scored Gold medal with special 
prize. 

• 33rd FIAP exhibition in Nanning, China, December 2016. 4 out of 12 exhibits being postal 
history exhibits and one scored Gold medal. 

• FIP World Stamp Exhibition, New York, May 2016, 2 out of 8 exhibits being postal history 
and both garnered Gold medal. 

• FIP World Stamp Championship, Taipei, October 2016, 2 out of 9 exhibits being postal 
history. 

Publications concerning Postal History 
The annual journal of the Hong Kong Philatelic Society contained several postal history articles 
regarding Hong Kong and China. 
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Hungary 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 

• 9 meetings in the year 2016 for PH-exhibitors, discussion about the different new methods, 
analysis of the different exhibits in the PH-group (20-25 participants/per day) 

• Hungarian Jury-Seminar 1-day for the jurors and exhibitors: 30.01.2016: main topic was the 
One-Frame exhibits (25 participants) 

• I. Glatz jury member in JERUSALEM 2016 International  Exhibition 
• D. Czirok jury president in the Sindelfingen “Postgeschichte – Live” exhibition 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• HUNFILA International Exhibition 2016: 17 PH exhibits (120 frame), +11 OFR-PH 

exhibits. 
• ALP-ADRIA International Exhibition 2016: 15 PH exhibits (100 frame) + 7OFR-PH 

exhibits. 
• NEW-YORK 2016 FIP exhibition: 1 Large Gold (Championship Class), 1 Large Vermeil 

and I Vermeil. 
• PHILATAIPEI 2016: 1 Large Gold (WSC-2nd Runner-up – the highest result ever achieved 

from Hungary) and 1 Large Vermeil. 
• JERUSALEM 2016: 1 Large Vermeil and 1 Vermeil. 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• “PH-NEWS” 9x20 pages only deal with postal history 
• BÉLYEGVILÁG monthly philatelic journal: in every number: 3-4 pages with postal history 

article 
• PHILATELICA 16/1 and 16/2 (40-40 pages in Hungarian and English language) 
• Articles published in other philatelic magazines in Hungary (Szabolcsi Bélyegújság) and 

abroad (ArGe-Hungary, HPSGB-News, etc.) 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
6 lectures in the Stamp Museum Budapest about postal historian topics 
 
Macau 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
The CFM held a competitive exhibition between the members at the end of 2016 and there was no 
postal history exhibit. Macau will hold its first FIAP stamp exhibition in 2018. 
 
Malaysia 
No significant postal history event in Malaysia 
 
Norway 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• Norsk Posthistorisk Selskap (Norwegian Postal History Society) held 4 meetings for members. 
• 1 new postal history juror at Nordic level, 1 new postal history juror at national level. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 

• FIP New York, 4 PH exhibits, 2 PH OFE, 1 juror 
• FIP Philataipei 2016, 4 PH exhibits, 3 PH OFE 
• Nordia 2016 in Finland, 4 PH exhibits, 1 PH OFE, 1 juror 
• Postex 2016, national, 2 PH exhibits, 5 jurors 
• Chicagopex 2016, US national, 1 juror 
• Hallfrim 2016, Swedish national, 1 PH OFE 
• Nordatlantex 2016, Faroese national, 1 PH 
• Local Vardø 2016, 8 PH exhibits, 5 OFE, 4 jurors 
• Local Drafnia 2016, 7 PH exhibits, 8 OFE, 3 jurors 
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Publications concerning Postal History 
• Thorsheim, Idsø, Hanstveit: "Post- og Stempelhistorie frå Nord-Hordaland" (postmarks) 
• "Budstikka" (Journal for Norwegian Postal History Society), 4 issues yearly, also 

www.posthistorisk.no 
• "Postlugaren" (Journal for Norwegian Ship Mail Society), 4 issues yearly 

 
Qatar 
No significant postal history activity during 2016 
 
South Africa 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
No significant postal history activity during 2016 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
At the small National Exhibition held in October 2016 (250 competitive frames) there were:- 

• Three invited PH exhibits covering 21 frames; 
• Four competitive PH exhibits (18 frames in total) which won a Large Gold, a Gold, a 

Vermeil and a Silver Bronze 
South Africa exhibitors at FIP and FIAP exhibitions:- 
New York 2016: One 8 frame PH exhibit scored a Large Vermeil 
Taipei 2016: No PH exhibit 
Publications concerning Postal History 
Two part articles in SA Philatelist 
 
Switzerland 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
The annual seminar of the Consilium on the weekend August 27-28, 2016, was organized in 
Weggis with over 20 participants. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
From April 22-24 a National exhibition with more than 50 Postal History exhibits was successfully 
organized in Näfels. Postal History exhibits from Swiss collectors have achieved highest results 
abroad like a Large Gold at NEW YORK 2016, three Large Gold medals at PHILATAIPEI2016 
and three Golden Posthorns in Sindelfingen. Postal History exhibits are usually the class with the 
highest number of applications in each exhibition. The collecting of regional Postal History remains 
very popular in Switzerland. We try to encourage our exhibitors to show more related non-
philatelic material like maps, engravings and picture postcards in order to form exhibits  which look 
more attractive also to the general public and visitors. 
Publications concerning Postal History 
No major handbook has been published in 2016, however, the research on Swiss postal history has 
been very positive as can be seen on www.philaworld.ch
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Richard Schäfer and Hans Häfeli have been honoured for their life-work in favour of Swiss postal 
history by receiving each the gold coin of the year 2016 from the Kimmel Postal History 
Foundation which started negotiations to purchase a historical building to become a “House for 
Postal History” www.kimmelstiftung.ch  
 

http://www.posthistorisk.no/
http://www.philaworld.ch/
http://www.kimmelstiftung.ch/
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Turkey 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
From January to May 2016  five different lectures were given to the potential exhibitors of which 
two of them were about postal history. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Annual national philatelic exhibition sponsored by the Turkish PTT was held in the city of Izmir 
between 4th – 12th November 2016. There were 21 Postal History, 27 Youth and 6 One Frame 
entries.   
Turkish PH exhibitors received the following awards in 2016: 
NEW-YORK 2016 FIP exhibition: 1 Gold medal. 
PHILATAIPEI 2016 WSC:  1 Gold and 1 Large Vermeil. 
 
United Kingdom 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 

• February: Seminar at Stampex on exhibiting of postcards.  
• March: Conference for UK FIP and National jurors in all disciplines including postal history 

(18 attendees). 
• September: Lecture at Stampex on ‘How to win a Gold Medal’ by Chris King RDP FRPSL 
• November: Stuart Rossiter lecture on Postal History research by Chris King RDP FRPSL 
• November: Federation (local level) judging seminar, including postal history as a specific 

discipline (15 attendees). 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
National exhibitions 

• February: Spring Stampex, London.  All classes with Postal History 
• July: York Fair.  All classes with Postal History 
• September: Autumn Stampex, London. All classes with Postal History 

FIP exhibitions 
• May: NEW-YORK 2016, 14 UK postal history exhibitors (3 Large Gold, 5 Gold, 6 LV) 
• October: PHILATAIPEI 2016, 2 UK postal history exhibitors (1 LV and 1 Gold) 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Southern African Mails, Routes, Rates and Regulations, Brian Trotter RDP, FRPSL 
Free public downloads for postal history displays at RPSL (www.rpsl.org.uk) 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 

• Digitisation of the Crawford Library complete. 
• Francis Kiddle Congress Collection donated to Archives of the Royal Philatelic Society 

London.  
• RPSL Museum and Archives reconstituted as the Museum of Philatelic History at the Royal 

Philatelic Society London. A major part of its collection is research notes and materials 
related to philatelic studies including postal history, and this will continue to expand in the 
coming years.  

 



U.S.A. 
Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
In 2016 the USA continued to use the US Judging rules rather than the FIP Judging rules. The US 
did substantially revise its judging rules and the new rules will become effective on 1 January 2017. 
Two of the more important changes that will go into effect on 1 January 2017 are eight medal 
levels rather than five and scoring by points similar to the FIP international points. Still the judging 
rules are not the FIP judging rules but strictly USA judging rules. 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
The USA continues to have over 30 National stamp exhibits each year with postal history exhibits 
often the strongest class. Also, there are many regional and local exhibitions with postal history 
often the predominant exhibit class. 
Publications concerning Postal History 
Hawaii Foreign Mail to 1870 by Fred Gregory 
Mails of the Westward Expansion 1803-1861 by Western Cover Society 
Postal Evidence of the American Civil War by Randy Moore Sr 
Soviet Clandestine Mail Surveillance 1917-1991 by The Collectors Club of Chicago 
The Prestamp History of El Salvador 1525-1866 by the Collectors Club of Chicago 
USPS (US Postal Service) Automated Postal Centers, 2012-2014 (electronic book on DVD) 
Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The US has many specialist societies where a great deal of articles on postal history appear, many 
with a good deal of research. 
 
Congratulations 
Kurt Kimmel, retiring Chairman of the Postal History Commission received the FIP Service Medal 
from Tay Peng Hian RDP during the October 2016 FIP Congress in Taipei after eight years service 
as the Chairman of the Commission. 
 
Please consider downloading from our website www.fippostalhistory.com our seminars “SS1“, 
“SS3”, “SS4” and the simplified “SS2” and to inform the jurors and exhibitors of your Federation 
of such seminars. 
 
 
Request from the Chairman 
 
Delegates are asked to contribute to our Annual Report, as this is the most effective way of sharing 
information on your activities in each country. It is disappointing that a number of delegates have 
not responded to our request for a report even if there is ‘nothing to report’. Our Secretary performs 
an excellent job but he cannot create a report for you. We are sure you have some thing of interest 
in postal history happening in your country and we would love to share it with all our fellow postal 
historians. It would only involve a few minutes effort to compile something! 
 

 
 

Malcolm Groom  
Chairman of the FIP Postal History Commission 

Andrew Cheung 
Secretary of the FIP Postal History 
Commission 

 

Chairman:  Malcolm Groom 
Email: mgroom@internode.on.net 

http://www.fippostalhistory.com/

	FIP COMMISSION FOR POSTAL HISTORY 
	Database 
	 
	The Bureau Finances 
	Argentina 
	Australia 
	Austria 

	Hubei Post literature and history Exhibition Hall, opened on 9 Oct 2016. The total area of 2200 square metres. 
	 
	 Czech Republic 
	 Publishing four issues of Postilion Journal (Editor K. Špaček) with regular enclosures                                     of   “Polní pošty” (Field Post Magazine; Editor L. Bártík) and “Poštovny” (Postal Agencies; Editor P. Gebauer)  
	 Publishing the magazine of Postal Labels Section (editor J. Kratochvíl) 
	 Articles published by the Society members in philatelic magazines in the Czech Republic and abroad (Filatelie (CZ), The Czechout (GB), The Czechoslovak Specialist (USA) 
	 Preparing a regular philatelic column in the Zprávy klubu přátel Pardubicka Magazine                               (M. Vostatek; see http://www.kppardubicka.cz/ ) 
	 Philatelic information centre via Postal History Philatelic Club web site of http://www.kf0015.cz 
	 Published a monograph on Czechoslovak Field Post in Russia (1914-1920) 
	 Started a project to summarize the new discoveries of Czech postmarks from the pre-stamp period until 1939 & to publish the outcome as a supplement to the Votocek´s monographs of 1970s & 1980s (Boruvka) 
	 Denmark 
	Deligate Henrik Mouritsen held seminars on exhibiting and judging postal history exhibits at two of the country’s largest clubs (Viby near Aarhus, and at the Morke Philatelic School). In both cases, approximately 40 people attended. In addition to this, he undertook personal coaching sessions with several of our top exhibitors, who have specifically asked for input and advice. 
	Macau 
	Malaysia 
	No significant postal history event in Malaysia 
	 
	Norway 
	 


