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Website 
 

Activity on the Commission’s website (www.fippostalhistory.com) between 1.1.2017 to 
31.12.2017 is summarised as follows: 
• 1365 users with 1760 sessions 
• The top 10 countries that generated website visits are as follow:- 

1. United States             257 
2. China   96 
3. Australia   91 
4. Canada              59 
5. United Kingdom  58 
6. India    40 
7. South Korea     39 
8. Switzerland   35 
9. Germany              35 
10. France   32 
11. Italy    31 
12. Hong Kong   30 

 
• Our Commission has links to 48 philatelic organizations on our website and to our sponsor 

Corinphila AG, Zurich. 
 

The website was upgraded in early 2017 and is the principal means of communicating to delegates 
and postal history exhibitors. All GREV’s and SREV’s are available on the site together with 
Seminar schedule and downloadable Seminars. further Seminars will be loaded after they have first 
been presented at a seminar. 
 

The Bureau and Commission Meetings  
 

In 2017, one commission meeting and seminar was held on 7 August at Bandung 2017 World 
Stamp Exhibition. 27 participants from 13 Federations attended the meeting; 18 are postal history 
exhibitors, 16 are FIAP/FEPA/FIP jurors. Four Bureau members were present: Malcolm Groom, 
Andrew Cheung, Charnchai Karnasuta, Dan Walker together with FIP Director Bernard Beston.  
A Bureau meeting was held afterwards, all four Bureau members attended and Henrik Mouritsen 
joined the meeting by video conferencing.  
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Seminars: 
 

Bandung World Stamp Exhibition 7 August 2017: Bureau member Dan Walker FIP Postal History 
Seminar SS3 "How to achieve a Gold medal in Postal History". 
 

The Bureau Finances 
 

Funding for the maintenance of the website is generously provide through our sponsorship by 
Corinphila. 
 

The Commission Statistics: 
 

We have recorded and published on our website 70 delegates to our Commission. Three 
Federations have not yet properly confirmed their delegates: Belarus, Croatia and Slovakia.  
We cannot trace having received the nomination of a delegate to our Commission from the 
following FIP member Federations:  
Albania, Bahrain, Brunei, Congo, Ecuador, Estonia, Georgia, Honduras, Korea DPR, Kuwait, 
Macau, Mongolia, Nigeria, Ukraine and Vietnam. 
 

Delegates’ Reports: 
 

To facilitate reporting, the Commission designed a standard activity report form for the benefit of 
the delegates filing the report. 
 
Only 15 out of 70 delegates (FIAF 1, FEPA 10, FIAP 4) sent activity report from their country at 
the time of writing, other countries failed to reply to requests and reminders sent by the 
Commission’s Bureau members. 
 
Delegates are reminded that the benefits gained from reading about the Commissions activities are 
largely reliant upon reports received covering the activities undertaken in each country. There are 
no doubt many events, seminars and exhibitions being held around the world that are of interest to 
all members of the Postal history Commission and we urge those delegates who have not submitted 
a report for inclusion in our Annual Report to the FIP  prepare a report for 2018. 
 
Those delegates who have submitted reports are thanked for their support and interest. 
 
Australia 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
An Exhibitors Training Course was conducted in Adelaide in October 2017. This day course 
covered topics:  
• Understanding Postal history 
• How do you assemble a Postal History Routes & Rates Collection? 
• Postal Services and Marcophily 
• Postal history 2C with a focus on philatelic and non-philatelic material 
Exhibits relating to each topic were provided by collectors and the course was well attended. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
The major exhibition held in Australia during 2017 was the FIAP level exhibition Melbourne 2017 
held from 30 March to 2 April 2017. In a total of 1118 frames there were308 frames of postal 
history. The Grand Prix was won by Australian exhibitor, Geoff Lewis with “Stampless Mail 
entering Spain”. 
Australian postal history exhibitors participated in all the international exhibitions during 2017. The 
principal National exhibition was Adelaide Stampex which included a number of One Frame postal 
history exhibits. Results from all these exhibitions are available on the Australian Philatelic 
Federation website. 
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Publications concerning Postal History 
There are several books on postal history topics due for publication  in Australia shortly. The RPSV 
are due to publish a book ‚Post Office Registration Labels of Australia & it’s Territories, Past & 
Present’ by Kevin Burt. The Tasmanian Philatelic Society is publishing “Tasmanian Postal History: 
The Post Offices and their Date stamps’ by John Hardinge in May 2018. 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Bureau member Malcolm Groom maintained and updated the FIP Postal History website. 
 
Austria 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Seminar for national Jury-members: ST PÖLTEN 10-11 March 2017, Alfred Kunz  
3 lectures + jury-training 22 participants. 
Modern Philately – Philately from 1900: MONDSEE 31 March – 1 April, Dr. Helmut Seebald  
3 lectures Postal History, 32 participants. 
Prephilately & Transitmail 15 - 19 May Century: ST PÖLTEN 16 - 18 May Dr. Hubert Nemec,  
Günther Baurecht: 6 lectures, 42 participants from 7 European countries. 
CLASSIC POSTAL HISTORY: ST PAUL / CARINTHIA 29 September - 1 October 2017 Dr. 
Hadmar Fresacher: 4 lectures, 40 participants. 
Seminar Prephilately: AM IRRSEE 13 - 15 October Herbert Jungwirth, 11 lectures, 22 
participants.  
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class  
Marke & Münze: GRAZ 19– 22 May national + regional. 
Gmunden: 24 - 27 August FEPA-Recognition. 
ÖVEBRIA HIRTENBERG: 6 -8 October national of Austrian Federation. 
Alpen Adria: GRAZ 19 - 21 October regional. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
150 Jahre Ausgabe 1967: PHILATLEIC CLUB VINDONONA, 402 pages 25 articles Postal 
History. 
Französische Zensur in Tirol und Vorarlberg mit Schwerpunkt Stempel und Verschlussstreifen:  
FRANZ EGGER, 499 pages. 
 
Czech Republic 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• 2 meetings of Postal History Society of the Czech Republic (average 20-30 participants) 
• 2 meetings of Field Post Section (average 10-15 participants) 
• 10 meetings of Postal Labels Section (average 15-20 participants) 
• 10 meetings of KF 00-15 (Postal History Philatelic Club; average 40-50 participants) 
• Annual Czech Philately Day at Postal Museum Prague (on Nov. 7, 2017; see 

https://www.facebook.com/Postovnimuzeum ) 
• 10 public lectures given by members/guests of KF 00-15 (see https://www.kf0015.cz/ ) 
• Active participating in the Israeli Days in Slany through postal history presentation (April 11, 

2017, L. Kunc) (https://www.facebook.com/events/744249955739754 ) 
• Active participation in the Historical Conference in Slany through postal history presentation 

(Nov. 4, 2017, L. Kunc) – https://www.facebook.com/Konferenceslany/ 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• JIHLAVA 2017 Czech philatelic exhibition of rank II+III (see http://www.kf06-

40.ji.cz/CZ/jihlava2017.htm ) with 7 PH exhibits under rank II (1 of them received gold medal) 
& 5 PH exhibits under rank III (1 of them received gold medal) 

• PRAGA PICCOLA Czech-German stamp exhibition of rank I (see 
http://www.sberatel.info/veletrh-sberatel/vystava-praga-piccola/) with 3 PH exhibits (no of 
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them received gold medal); the exhibition was qualification for PRAGA 2018 Specialized 
World Stamp exhibition. 

• Participation in the Bandung 2017, Brasilia 2017 World Stamp Exhibitions; Vit Vanicek acted 
as juryman in the world stamp exhibition 

• Participation of the Postal History Society members in the EXPONET Permanent Virtual Stamp 
Exhibition (http://www.exponet.info/ ) 

• Participation of the Postal History Society members in the preparation of PRAGA 2018 
Specialized World Stamp Exhibition (www.praga2018.cz) 

 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• Publishing four issues of Postilion Journal (Editor K. Špaček) with regular enclosures of “Polní 

pošty” (Field Post Magazine; Editor L. Bártík) and “Poštovny” (Postal Agencies; Editor P. 
Gebauer) 

• Publishing the magazine of Postal Labels Section (editor J. Kratochvíl) 
• Articles published by the Society members in philatelic magazines in the Czech Republic and 

abroad (Filatelie (CZ), The Czechout (GB), The Czechoslovak Specialist (USA) 
• Continuing the project of summarization the new discoveries of Czech postmarks from the pre-

stamp period until 1939 & to publish the outcome as a supplement to the Votocek´s 
monographs of 1970s & 1980s (Boruvka) 

 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• Using EXPONET Virtual Philatelic Exhibition as an alternative publication tool for extensive 

postal history studies with a subject being attractive also for general public and historians: a text 
on WWI military postal history published originally in the (printed) Filatelie magazine was 
displayed at the EXPONET website after the finish of the printed version made attractive by a 
bonus: an overview of the WWI Austro-Hungarian military units with the Czech soldiers not 
published in the printed version. The overview has been labelled with the Czech-English-
German headlines being useful also for the international community. 

 
The benefits of this approach are:  
a) The work is available for everyone with an Internet access;  
b) Magazine readers can use the bonus being not suitable for publishing in the printed media; 
c) EXPONET Tool is expanding into the new area of being used not only for displaying the 
philatelic exhibits, but also for the free sharing of the philatelic literature. 
The approach has a positive feedback from the postal history community, the EXPONET version 
has been visited by 459 people (Sept. 29, 2017 – Jan. 5, 2018). We will continue the tool also in 
2018. Link to the study: http://www.exponet.info/exhibit.php?exhibit_ID=1362&lng=CZ 
 
Denmark 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
At the bilateral German-Danish national Exhibition Oldenburg 2017, I arranged the “Kohler 
Academy” for exhibitors, judges and collectors, where world-class judges and exhibitors gave 
seminars on three judging classes: Postal History (Chris King), Thematic (Damian Lage), and Open 
Philately (Birthe King). The seminars were arranged in collaboration with Heinrich Kohler Auction 
House and were attended by ca. 80 people each. In addition to this, we made 4 10-minute seminars 
given by the 4 team leaders to all the exhibitors just before the feedback sessions started at the 
frames. More than 50 exhibitors participated in these seminars. In addition, I have done personal 
coaching sessions with several of our top exhibitors, who have specifically asked for input and 
advice. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
A bilateral German-Danish National Exhibition was held 28-30 July 2017 at the University of 
Oldenburg, Germany. A total of 40 postal history exhibits (including 5 one-frame exhibits and two 
class 2C exhibits) were shown making postal history the biggest exhibition class at the show.  
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In addition to the competitive exhibition, we arranged a special exhibition in collaboration with the 
Department of History at the University of Oldenburg, The Town Archives, The University Library, 
The Auction House Heinrich Kohler and five private collectors. In this special exhibition, we 
combined an exhibition of historical artefacts and texts prepared by the students of the university’s 
history department with five exceptional private philatelic exhibits: 
1. “Royal Letters sent from and to the Kings of Denmark” (PH, display) 
2. “A Royal Menage a Trois and its Historical Consequences” (Open Philately) 
3. “Postal Services in the Duchy of Schleswig - Early Mail to 1867” (PH) 
4. “Selected highlights of classic Oldenburg” (TR) 
5. “The postage stamps of the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg from 1852 to 1867” (TR) 
The idea was to show an “sell” the close link between philately and history to the general public 
and by placing this exhibition in the University of Oldenburg Library, we made sure the exhibition 
would be exposed to many university students and other non-philatelists. This goal was reached as 
more than 150 persons attended the official opening, and the special exhibition was seen by more 
than 1000 visitors on the first day alone. 
What I think we can take from this is that (1) making philatelic exhibitions in public places, where 
many non-philatelists will be “forced” to see the exhibition, works. (2) Trying to engage 
universities and/or historical societies to co-host special historical displays is a great opportunity to 
get free press, public exposure and many visitors. (3) We should “sell” the link between philately, 
postal history, and history much more. The two exhibitions were visited by 2500+ visitors over the 
three days. 
On 27-29th of October, Nordia 2017 was held in Vejle, Denmark. Again the exhibition was held in 
a public institution (a big sports and free time activity centre) with much traffic of non-philatelists, 
and again the exhibition was visited by thousands of visitors. There were a total of 62 postal history 
exhibits again making postal history by far the biggest exhibition class at the show. The exhibition 
was considered a big success. 
Furthermore, two local exhibitions, each with a good number of new postal history exhibits were 
held. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
The extraordinarily detailed recording of all Danish covers bearing Danish stamps sent to foreign 
destinations between 1851 and 1906 compiled by Karsten Jensen of Aalborg, Denmark has been 
updated once this year and the latest version is available at the Danish PH-delegate’s website: 
http://www.henrikmouritsen.dk/45-0-Karsten-Jensens-registrering.html.  
An extraordinary resource for collectors, exhibitors and judges of Danish postal history. By using 
this list, exhibitors can document unusually accurately how many covers with the shown rate, 
destination, or franking are recorded. The recording is based on going through ALL Scandinavian 
and most international auction catalogues ever issued, and through the help of hundreds of dealers 
and collectors. 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Danish Postal Museum has reopened in 2017 at its new location in the old “Osterbro” Post 
Office Building in the centre of Copenhagen. The Postal History Society of Denmark is a vibrant 
club with many active members and monthly well-visited members meetings in both Copenhagen 
and Aarhus. 
 
Hong Kong 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
None 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• National stamp exhibition Hongkong Stampex 2017 held in March, seven new China related 

postal history exhibits shown 5 exhibitors resulted in three Gold medals, one Large Vermeil, 
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two Vermeil medals and one Silver Bronze medal. In the One-frame class, five postal history 
exhibits took part. 

• Three multi-frame exhibit (two Gold medals and one Large Vermeil medal) and two one-frame 
postal history exhibits took part in Melbourne 2017 FIAP exhibition March 28 to April 2.  

• One multi-frame and one single-frame postal history exhibit participated in Bandung 2017 
World Stamp Exhibition August 3 to August 7. 

 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• In the annual journal of the Hong Kong Philatelic Society No. 21: Fourteen articles related to 

postal history of China, Hong Kong and Macau. 
• A new publication by Australian member Air Commodore Richard Gurevitch recording all 

known Hong Kong covers during the Queen Victoria era sourced from private collections and 
auctions is underway. This will be an invaluable guide for checking the earliest/latest usage 
date and scarcity of covers. Publication date April 2018. 

 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
The Hong Kong Philatelic Society held monthly meetings ten times in 2017, members attended 
brought along some interesting postal history items for the “Show and Tell” theme at each meeting. 
 
Hungary 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• 9 Postal history meetings of the “PH-Working-Group”in the year 2017 for PH-exhibitors, 

discussion about the different new methods, analysis of the different exhibits in the PH-group 
• Istvan Glatz and Denes Czirok FIP jury members took part in Seminar Tampere 2017 in “Team 

leader workshop”, leaded Lars Engelbrecht RDP and Dr. Peter McCann RDP. 
• Denes Czirok jury member in PH-group in FINLANDIA-2017 exhibition 
• Denes Czirok jury member in the Sindelfingen “Postgeschichte – Live” exhibition 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• HUNFILA International Exhibition 2017 in Budapest: 10 PH exhibits (72 frame): 1xLG, 5xG, 

4xLV, 1xV, +10 OFR-PH exhibits: 1xG, 7xV, 2xS 
• ALP-ADRIA International Exhibition 2017 in Germany: from Hungary: 4 PH exhibits (16 

frame): 1xLG, 1xG, 1xS, 1xSBr 
• TAMPERE: 2 PH exhibits: 2xLV 
• Sindelfingen: 3 PH exhibits from Hungary; all the three was “Candidate” for the “Posthorn” 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• BÉLYEGVILÁG monthly philatelic journal: in every number: 3-4 pages with postal history 

article, separate 2 pages for the “PH-Working-Group” 
• PHILATELICA 17/1, 17/2 and 17/3 (40-40 pages in Hungarian and English language) 
• New PH-Book: Denes Czirok: Catalogue of the Form-Mark in Hungary 1830-1870 (illustrated 

hardback book contains 180 pages, 92 pictures in full colour and 380 images of postal markings 
used on postal forms along with their valuations.) 

• New PH-Book: Tamas Gudlin – Arpadne Csatlos: Cancellations of letter-collecting agencies, 
postal agencies and branch post-offices in Hungary (1788-2014) 

• Articles published in other philatelic magazines in Hungary (Szabolcsi Bélyegújság) and abroad 
(ArGe-Hungary, HPSGB-News, etc.) 

 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• 6 lectures in the Stamp Museum Budapest about postal historian topics 
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Ireland 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
None 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Irish National Stamp Exhibition ("Stampa 2017") had  3 postal history exhibits in the multi-class 
section and 1 one frame exhibit. No female or youth participation. 1 gold, 2 large vermeil and 1 
vermeil were awarded in total. 
We participated at Finlandia 2017. We had two postal history exhibits in the multi-frame class 
receiving a large vermeil and large silver respectively. We had one female exhibitor in the one 
frame class exhibiting postal history who received 75 points (no medals awarded in the one-frame 
class). 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Members of the Irish Philatelic Circle (a member Society of the Federation) contributed numerous 
postal history articles to the Circle's journal "Irish Philately". 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
None 
 
Italy 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Three new PH jurors: two at national level and one at junior level. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
(Local and National exhibitions, how many PH exhibits, also female and/or Youth, also 2C and 
One Frame exhibits, participating at FIP exhibitions as PH exhibitors or jurors, results, awards). 
Two national exhibitions with postal history class: Milan in March 2017: exhibits referring to years 
after 1900 and Noale in June 2017: exhibits referring to years prior 1900 and exhibits referring to 
both periods (diachronic). 
Three regional exhibitions (all the classes) in Latina, Siracusa and Verona. 
Milan: 14 exhibits + 4 one-frame exhibits. No female and no 2C. 
Noale: 14 exhibits + 6 one-frame exhibits. No female and no 2C. 
Latina: 5 exhibits after 1900, 20 exhibits prior 1900 or diachronic and two one-frame exhibits. No 
female and no 2C. 
Siracusa: 5 exhibits, 22 exhibits and one one-frame. No female and no 2C. 
Verona: 6 exhibits, 16 exhibits and three one-frame. No female and no 2C. 
PH exhibitors in FIP exhibitions: 
Finlandia 2017 (FEPA with FIP recognition): six exhibits (one large gold and candidate to the GP, 
four gold medals and one grand-vermeil medal). 
Brasilia 2017: one LG+SP, three LV, one LS. 
No Italian PH juror was present in Finlandia or in Brasilia jury team. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Several articles published in journals, magazines and specialized publications: “Cursores”, “Storie 
di Posta”, “Archivio per la Storia Postale”, “Bollettino Prefilatelico e Storico-Postale”, 
”Il Collezionista”,”L’Arte del francobollo”, “La Posta Militare”, “L’Annullo”,”Qui Filatelia”, 
“Sicil-Post Magazine”, “Il Monitore di Toscana”, “Vaccari Magazine”. 
BOOKS: 
“La Riforma Postale del 1863 nel Regno d'Italia - leggi, convenzioni, documenti, tariffe” by 
Gianluigi Maria Forti 
“Francesco Tasso e la nascita delle Poste D'Europa nel Rinascimento” by Tarcisio Bottani 
“Pacchi postali in Italia 1881-1914: una storia filatelica... e non solo” by Emanuele Gabbini 
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“La Posta nella provincia di Bergamo dall'amministrazione Lombardo-Veneta a quella Sardo-
Italiana 1850-1866” by Francesco Dal Negro 
“Il Novellario volume 4° - Da una Repubblica all'altra 1943-1948” by Franco Filanci 
“Compendium of the History of the Posts in Italy from antiquity to the third millenium” by Giorgio 
Migliavacca 
“Storia della Navigazione a vapre e dei servizi postali sul Mediterraneo 1818-1880 - vol.III - 1840-
1850” by Alessandro Arseni 
“Venezia e il Levante - Venice and The Levant” by Franco Rigo 
“International Mail crossing the Italian peninsula 1815-1852” by Thomas Mathà 
“La comunicazione epistolare da e per Torino, vol. IV” by Italo Robetti – Achille Vanara 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
“Giornata Tassiana” at the Museo dei Tasso e della Storia Postale in Camerata Cornello 
Meeting: 
15° Colloquio di storia postale, Prato, 18 February 
 
New Zealand 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
 

Judging seminar, 15 judges participated. 
Powerpoint presentation on Postal History sub-class 2c by Norman Banfield. 
All New Zealand judges judge all classes. 
Philatelic/non-philatelic balance in Postal History sub-class 2c 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Adelaide Stampex 2017 6 - 8 October, Half-national stamp exhibition in Australia, 5 postal history 
exhibits participated. 
Bandung 2017, four postal history exhibits participated. 
Brasilia 2017, two 5 postal history exhibits participated. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
RPSNZ/The NZ Society of GB publication by Andrew Dove, ‘A threat to security - Internees and 
Prisoners of War In New Zealand, Great War and WWII’.  
Website: www.ellott-postalhistorian.com contains 28 articles on New Zealand postal history, 2 on 
GB, 20 on Army, 2 on Marines, 19 on the Royal Navy and 2 on Social (PH 2c). 
Postal History of Otago, a 270 page publication. 
The ‘Mail Coach’ PH Society of NZ publication and ‘The Stamp Collector’ RPSNZ publication, 
many articles on postal history of New Zealand by local postal historians. 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Te Papa Museum, Wellington www.tepapa.govt.nz 
Holds the heritage collection of postal history during the Land Wars (Maori Wars), also the Cecil 
Foljambe Archive and the Royal Navy pre-1874 in New Zealand. 
 
Norway 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
Norwegian Postal History Society: 4 meetings with PH presentations, approx. 30 participants per 
meeting 
Norwegian War and Fieldpost Society: 1 weekend meeting/seminar 
1 new FEPA PH juror 
No female PH exhibitors (several in TH, PS, OP, PC) 
No youth exhibitors in any class 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
FIP: 2 exhibitions, total 6 PH exhibits (2 Gold, 2 Special Prizes) 
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FEPA: 1 exhibition, 7 PH exhibits incl. 2 OFE (1 Large Gold, 1 Gold, 1 Special Price) 
Nordic: 1 exhibition, 16 PH exhibits incl. 2 OFE (1 Large Gold, 1 Gold and Grand Prix, 1 Special 
Prize) 
National: 3 PH exhibits incl. 1 OFE/2C 
National OFE: 4 PH OFE exhibits incl . 1 OFE/2C 
Local: 3 exhibitions, total 33 PH exhibits incl. 4 2C, 2 OFE and 2 OFE/2C 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
Norwegian Postal History Society, journal and website 
Norwegian Ship Mail Society, journal 
Norwegian War and Fieldpost Society, journal and website 
PH articles in various stamp club journals 
Øyvind Rojahn Karlsen: "Norsk feltpost" (Book on Norwegian fieldpost) 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Nothing to report 
 
Slovenia 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Osmo okno (Eighth One Frame, rang 3). In total there were 14 PH exhibits present, all from 

abroad, and two from Slovenia, out of class. In the catalogue an article about the designer 
Matthaus Merian, written by M. Fock was published. 

• FIMERA (Regional exhibition of Slovenian philatelic clubs, rang 3). There were 4 exhibits on 
PH. In the catalogue an article about postcards written by Alojz Tomc. 

Slovenian exhibitors were present also in FIP, FEPA, Alpa-Adria, and Multilaterale Exhibitions 
with several collections, also in PH. We listed them in chronological order of appearance: 
 

Bojan Bračič 
Postmarks of the Post Office Pettau-Ptuj 1818-1945, 
FEPA 

Veselko Guštin Landstrass-Kostanjevica, 1836-1945, FIP 

Veselko Guštin 
Trieste, Gorizia and Slovene Littoral, from 1761 to 1918, 
FEPA, FIP 

Bojan Kranjc 
A National Treasure or the Work of the Forgers from 
Beltinci, FIP 

Tomaž Artel 
Postgebühren und Frankaturen In Slowenien, Kroatien 
und Bosnien-Herzegowina 1918-1921, Multilaterala 

Marjan Malič Gorizia 1917-1940, Multilaterala 

Branko Morenčič 
Slovenian post offices of ex provinces of Trieste, Istria, 
Pola and Fiume, Alpe-Adria 

Edward Pałka 
Regular postmarks of post offices of Toruń during 
German Reich period 1871-1918, Alpe-Adria 

 

The details about the exhibits and the results can be seen on the web page: 
http://www.fzs.si/razstave.html  
The Slovenian Philatelic Association (FZS) was also present at Collecta, the traditional 
International Collectors’ Fair, in March. There the collection about Mail service of Partisan 
detachments of Slovenia, and of the Yugoslav army,  1942-47, was presented by FZS members. 
FZS also organized some workshops during the fair, for children from elementary schools with the 
aim: 
Firstly, to encourage them to collect stamps, and secondly, to carefully select envelopes, postal 
stationeries, or other items, from which the postal stamps will be cut off, from those were the 
stamps should be left intact. 
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Both exhibits, 8th One Frame and FIMERA, were open to the public for free. In the opening day, 
and during the Palmares there were about 30-50 persons present. The Collecta Fair was visited by 
more than 6000 people. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
During 2017, in four numbers of Nova filatelija (New Philately, official journal of FZS) ten (i.e. 
3+2+3+2) articles regarding PH were published. http://www.fzs.si/nova_filatelija.html  
 
Switzerland 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• February 18th Fritz Kirchhofer explained rates using Pro Juventute 1913-1920 to 18 participants 
• August 19th I gave a paper to the members of the Consilium (shipmail on the Lake of four 

cantons 1859 to 1900) over 20 participants. 
• September 20th we gave a seminar in Lucerne “How to build a Postal History exhibit” (three 

hours) 15 part. 
• September 23rd René Kuhlmann lectured “Swiss rates and routes to foreign destinations 1862-

1883”. 
The 20th annual seminar for jurors and exhibitors was organized on November 18th, 2017 in Olten 
with over 30 participants and two exhibits (Switzerland during the first world war and Postal 
History of Alsace) which have been explained by the collectors followed by discussions how to 
improve them.  
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Postal History exhibits from Swiss collectors have achieved highest results abroad like the Grand 
Prix in Finlandia won by Jean Voruz with his “Geneva Postal Services 1839-1862”, a Large Gold 
and two Gold at Tampere, one Large Gold and six Gold medals at Hertogpost and Posthorns (one 
Gold and two Silver) in Sindelfingen. Postal History exhibits are usually the class with the highest 
number of applications in each exhibition. The collecting of regional Postal History remains very 
popular in Switzerland. We try to encourage our exhibitors to show more related non philatelic 
material like maps, engravings and picture postcards in order to achieve exhibits which look more 
attractive also to the general public and visitors. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
The Swiss Postal History Association has issued four numbers with interesting articles mainly 
concerning Swiss Postal History. The “sbz” (from the Swiss Federation) regularly includes articles 
concerning Postal History 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
Richard Schäfer and Hans Häfeli have been honoured for their life-work in favour of postal history 
by receiving each a gold coin from the Kimmel Postal History Foundation. 
The Kimmel Foundation purchased a historical building which will be converted to a museum for 
Postal History (details see www.kimmelstiftung.ch)  
 
Thailand 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
None 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
Four-Nations Bangkok 2017 
(1) Siam – The Development of Early Post Offices 8 frame - Large Gold (Best in Show). 
(2) Thailand Postal Rates 5 frame - Gold. 
 

Melbourne 2017 FIAP 
(1) Airmail rates from Thailand using the Pan American Airways Trans-Pacific service (1937-1941) 
5 frame - Large Vermeil. 
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(2) World War I Siamese Postal History 8 frame - Gold. 
(3) Postal History of Netherlands East Indies 1730-1870 8 frame - Gold, GPI candidate. 
 

Bandung 2017 World Stamp Exhibition 
(1) Siam – The Development of Early Post Offices 8 frame - Large Gold. 
(2) Thailand Postal Rates 5 frame - Large Vermeil. 
(3) Siamese Letter Rates: From the Beginning in 1883 to the 1909 Currency Conversion 8 frame - 
Gold. 
(4) The Official Money Order Remittance Mail from Siam to China 8 frame - Gold. 
(5) Postal History of Netherlands East Indies 1701 – 1870 8 frame - Large Gold. 
(6) The Chinese Mail Connections in Dutch East Indies 1818 – 1941 8 frame - Gold. 
 

Brasilia 2017 Specialized World Stamp Exhibition  
(1) Early Use of Swiss-Style Cancels in Siam 1901 to 1913 8 frame - Gold. 
(2) The Development of Postal Markings used in Burma 1825 to 1899 5 frame - Large Vermeil. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
PAT Journal issue No. 36 to 39 contained articles in postal history. 
Special edition, PAT issue 38 - Siam entered the First World War: the 100th Anniversary 
 
United Kingdom 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
• 2 x seminars for exhibitors at Stampex National exhibitions (50 participants at both events) 
• Seminar for national jurors, including discussion of judging of Class 2c exhibits. 
• Seminar for exhibitors wishing to become Federation-level jurors (9 participants). 
• Society of Postal Historians conferences (c100 participants) and Postal History Society 

conference gave opportunities for postal historians to meet and share information and views. 
• 1 judge accredited in PH at FEPA level; 2 judges accredited in PH at national level. 
 

Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
• Regular Federation-level exhibitions around the country gave many opportunities for postal 

history exhibitors. 
• 3 National exhibitions (2 x Stampex in London + 1 in York), all with PH exhibits. 
• Extensive participation in international exhibitions – FINLANDIA, BANDUNG, BRASILIA. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
• RPSL published several important books on aspects of postal history, including Brian Trotter 

on ‘Southern African Mails’, Freddy Khalatschy on ‘Baghdad in British Occupation’ and Jane 
Moubray on ‘British Letter Mail to Overseas Destinations 1840-UPU’. The last was a re-issue 
of an earlier book, extensively updated. 

• The London Philatelist published numerous articles on a wide range of topics relevant to postal 
history. 

• Numerous other specialist societies also published learned journals and books. 
 

Other activities or events concerning Postal History 
• The RPSL Museum and Archives were brought together and re-designated as the Museum of 

Philatelic History to explain its role more clearly and give added emphasis to philatelic history 
as an essential component of the study of philately. 

• Efforts are being made to extend the scope of postal history research by investigating other 
archives that contain previously unresearched material that adds additional dimensions to the 
knowledge and enables the postal history to be set more clearly in its historical context. 

• Alan Holyoake and Colin Tabeart, both eminent postal historians, were elected to sign the RDP. 
 



United States of America 
 

Seminars, Lectures, Conferences for Postal History jurors and/or exhibitors 
The US delegate to the FIP Commission for Postal History gave seminar “SS3 How to win a Gold 
Medal in Postal History” at the Bandung 2017 to a packed room; approximately 30 participants and 
a lively discussion after the seminar. One item of heated discussion: should FIP allow exhibitors to 
submit a synopsis page. Some pros and some against in the room. 
The US has finished its first full year of judging with points at all national exhibits. The US has 
between 85 and 90 national judges who are required to use points when judging the 30 plus nationa 
shows. The US judging core has slimmed down from over 200 judges mainly due to the cost of 
judging - air transport, hotels, and meals, after a $350 honorarium, still results in an average out of 
pocket cost to the judges of about $1,000. Most exhibitors, but not all, are happy with the point 
system particularly since they get a written form with the judge who is first responder for the 
exhibit specific comments on Treatment, Importance, Knowledge, Rarity, Condition and 
Presentation. 
In recent years, the American Philatelic Society has produced “on the road” seminars i.e. seminars 
that are held right before national stamp shows, for example, at a Florida national show (Florex) 
and APS staff member conducted a one-day seminar on collecting and exhibiting your local 
town/city postal history and an earlier on the road seminar was titled “Western expansion: an 
illustration through postal history”. 
 
Exhibitions with Postal History Class 
The US continues to have over 30 national shows each year with postal history exhibits mote and 
more the dominant class of exhibit. Besides the national shows, there are lots of regional and local 
philatelic shows throughout the year in the US and lots of local club meetings with postal history 
subjects as a major “show and tell” topic. 
 

Publications concerning Postal History 
The US issues many philatelic publications during the year concerning postal history.  
 
Dear delegates, please keep in touch with your continental representatives even when you have 
nothing to report.  
Please consider to download from our website www.fippostalhistory.com our seminars “SS1“, 
“SS3”, “SS4” and the simplified “SS2” and to inform the jurors and exhibitors of your 
Federation of such seminars. 
 
 

 
 

Malcolm Groom 
Chairman, 
FIP Postal History Commission 

Andrew Cheung 
Secretary, 
FIP Postal History Commission 
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